Exeter Women’s Peace Group Timeline
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Many women were members of CND. Following the Embrace the Base in 1982, it was
increasingly felt that there needed to be a women’s only action group to develop links with
the women at Greenham Common and to initiate local actions in the spirit of ‘Bringing
Greenham Home’. This was the origins of the Exeter Women’s Peace Group, which
became active in organising International Women'’s Day for Peace in May 1983.

1982

Resisting“ the nuclgé'l"‘gﬁf;

21st March: Greenham Protest. Mixed action. 100
people from Exeter CND attended



12th December: ‘Embrace the Base
First mass circling of the base.
Women only; men attended to help
e.g. with creche. 30,000 women
present.

(Acme postcard)

1983

Easter: Women'’s Blockade at Greenham.

Welcometo””

THE GREENHAM COMI%ON 31st March: Exeter women at Greenham and
BLOCKADE stay at Violet Gate.

A nonviolentdirectaction EASTER 1983

1st April: Mixed action linking Greenham,
Aldermaston and Burghfield
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24th May:_International Women’s Day for Peace:

Morning: 7.30-9.00.a.m & 4-6.00.p.m: Demonstration and leafletting at level crossing at
Exeter St. Davids against trains passing through with nuclear waste.



12-2.00pm: Peace Picnic in Cathedral Green.

Afternoon:

2.30.p.m. Street theatre. Building a shelter in
Princesshay following the Government
guidelines. One member with a megaphone
called out instructions following the Government
‘Protect and Survive’ guidelines, while others tried
to build a shelter. It demonstrated the
uselessness of the government’s nuclear war
planning and to protest against the proposal to
build a second government bunker in the Civic
Centre.

https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/1500124311 for full view of the leaflet



https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/1500124311

Evening 8.30 pm: Gathering at Bull Meadow for a candlelight procession through town.

4th June: Stall at CND Fair, Bury

Meadow to raise funds.

Green gate. Early morning. Helicopters fly low to
create dust storm and wake people up.
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School Buildings for US Service Personnel children




The soldiers that day were from a Scottish
regiment. Most said they had only joined the army
because there was no work and the army was
better than going on the dole. Several said that
privately they supported what Greenham women
were doing and to “keep up the good work”.

—

06-09/08:
Hiroshima/Nagasaki
days. Continuous
readings from
Hiroshima by John
Hersey and
Nagasaki 1945.
Some members fast
for the three days.

Ready for action



2nd September: Group screening of Helen Caldicott film: ’If You
Love This Planet’ at Roberts Road Church Hall.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0084118/

October: Fence down. CND demo October 22nd.
01/11: Dancing on the silos
08-09/11: Mixed action at Morwenstow.

Greenham women take Reagan to court.
National demonstrations against all US bases

08/12: Action at Poltimore?



12-13th December: Greenham Action:
Sound around. Fence brought down.
“Chant Greenham Down” “Reflecting
the base”.

4 members of Exeter Women’s Peace Group
making some noise

1984

4th January: SH (group member) appears in court in Newbury and pleads ‘Not Guilty”
13th February: SH in Court. Sent down for 7 days.

24th February: Morwenstowe: ‘Cleaning the Dishes’. Women infiltrate the base as ‘Mrs.
Mops’ to clean the satellite dishes. Ten women taken to court.
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08/05: South West Women’s walk for peace arrives in Exeter.

June: Reagan visit. Mixed action. Trudie, Glendyr, Sandie, Sally and Anne-Marie from

EWPG attend.
06-09/08: CND Hiroshima/ Nagasaki. CND petition collection.

20-30th September: Women'’s Strike: 10 million women for 10 days.
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20th September: Line of women along Exeter nghStre

et

WOMEN'S STRIKE 20th - 30th SEPTEMBER

Women in Exeter are organising a day of action in the city on

Thursday 20th Scptember to draw at
what it {s about,

obtain their support if we do not
We intend to form a continuous lin

liigh Street at peak times during the day.

attention to ourselves by a silent
banners and by leafletting,

tention to the Strike and explain

Some of us have approached our unions to

work on this day,

e of women stretching along the
Our aim is to draw
prescence,by wearing badges, by

The Cathedral Green will be our

meeting peint before we form the line.

Phone BlOCkadeS The times are : B8.30am-I0am{ meeting at 8), I2pm-2pm and 4.30pm-6pm.,

We would be very grateful for any support that women from other

places can give us, as clearly the
more effective will be the action.

the times please bring chalk and banners.

more women in our 1 ine the
If you can come for any of
Please tell your friends.
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23rd September: “Threads’ shown on BBC

/" MIDLANOS - WEST (BBC Losal Radis WM, Derby, Stoke-a-Trent: gage 78)
22.28 September 1984 Price 30p

07th November: Visit by SG (group member) to
the Emergency Control Room at County Hall with
Lt. Col. Ken Reynolds. Aim was to plan an action
but arrangements were so farcical it was not felt
necessary. Dad’s Army for the nuclear age.

Y A ; :
THEY COULD BEAT HER AS MUCH AS
THEY LIKED t ROSEMARY WOULD NEVER
REVEAL THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE

LOWER FOURTH?’S FALLOUT SHELTER

09/12: Group Day trip to Greenham.
‘Decorating the Fence’




1985

On arrival at Green G-t- th-

coach was cheered on by ob-
viously bored but friendly
soldiers. The women also
seemed in good spirits.

By the middle of the week
numbers get down to as low as
50, but there are many more
at weekends. As usual the
plea was for anyone to take
the night watch, particularly
ﬂnrlnq the middle of the

The aay o! our vuit waz
the women

At Green Gate started to cele-
brate that afternoon with the
building of a "magic maze"
marked out with stones on the
q:uuml That evening they were
to break Lnto the base
lnd light candles on one of
the silos.
Searchlights have now been
placed around at least part
©of the fence so that
activities can be seen but
they cannot see what is happen-
ing insi However ,

fence
h & bad state of
repair. Indeed, several Exeter
women on that visit found
places where thcy uould qot
through without the
wirecutters.

- 3111

COACH TO GREENHAM

The n.x: dlytl’lp to Greenham
will be on Saturday, 2 March.
The colﬁ will leave Exeter
coach station at 8.30am and
1euve Creenham at approx.
6.00-7.00pm, arriving in
Exeter between 9.00 and
10.00pm. Tickets are £5
waged, £4 unwaged. Please
qat yonr tickets early from
is coach
wul ut out from Totnes,
here may not be many
seats available for us
lf we leave buying our tickets
ate.

For any further informa
contact Liz, Exetor 7703:.

the women's

We were arrested and charged
with eﬂ.‘iml damage during the
women's ten day strike back

in September. Having plend.d
“not guilty" we were

court at Newbury on ll January.

The case was dismissed through
lack of evidence - vhxch was

surprising - you don't expect
to "win" when the police call

seven witnesses for the prosecu-

tion: including several M.0.D.
police, an X.0.D. detective,
who gquestioned us i{nside the
base on the night and a man
from the artment of the
Environment, whose job, it
appears, is to examine “holes"
in the fence = against three
vomen peace protestors.

It was a relief to leave the
court without having to think
of fund-raising for fines or,
altarnatively, prison senten-
ces, but mainly I think we all
felt good about having defen~
ded ourselves growing more
confident as we cross-
questioned witnesses who stood
in the box and said they'd seen
things they hadn't. ¥We also
managed to put over strongly
our personal reasons for pro-
test against nuclear weapons.
They've heard similar voices
over and over in courts at
- but it can never be
enouch and maybe some of it

is getting through somewhere.

This is just a very brief
account. There were other
women in the court who came
to support us, who recorded
what was said, ete - so if
anyone's interested in a
more detailed account, we've

may be useful to other peocple
anticipating court appear=
ances for similar actioms.

- Sandie, Yvonne and Charlotte
For account of court case
telephone Sandie on Longdown
60S.

%" CRVSEnry)

¢

21st January: Court cases following the 10 day strike at Greenham dismissed.

Exeter CND Newsletter February/March 1985

11/03: NVDA training day at Victory Centre
28/04: NVDA CND Dean Clarke House

04/05: CND monthly coach to Greenham
20-26th May: Bread not Bombs week
24/05: Action at Lympstone. Leafletting in Exeter High Street

06-09/08: Hiroshima/Nagasaki. Making paper cranes.



1986

13th December: War Toy leaflet. Leafletting outside Exeter Pram and Toy Shop
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