
 

 

Exeter Women’s Peace Group Timeline 

 
Many women were members of CND. Following the Embrace the Base in 1982, it was 
increasingly felt that there needed to be a women’s only action group to develop links with 
the women at Greenham Common and to initiate local actions in the spirit of ‘Bringing 
Greenham Home’. This was the origins of the Exeter Women’s Peace Group, which 
became active in organising International Women’s Day for Peace in May 1983. 

 
1982 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21st March: Greenham Protest. Mixed action. 100 
people from Exeter CND attended 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
12th December: ‘Embrace the Base’ 
First mass circling of the base. 
Women only; men attended to help 
e.g. with creche. 30,000 women 
present. 
 
 
 
 
 
(Acme postcard) 

 
 
 

 
1983 
Easter: Women’s Blockade at Greenham. 
 

 
 
 
 
31st March: Exeter women at Greenham and 
stay at Violet Gate. 
 
1st April: Mixed action linking Greenham, 
Aldermaston and Burghfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
24th May: International Women’s Day for Peace: 
 
Morning: 7.30-9.00.a.m & 4-6.00.p.m: Demonstration and leafletting at level crossing at 
Exeter St. Davids against trains passing through with nuclear waste.  
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12-2.00pm: Peace Picnic in Cathedral Green. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/1500124311 for full view of the leaflet 

Afternoon:  
2.30.p.m. Street theatre. Building a shelter in 
Princesshay following the Government 
guidelines. One member with a megaphone 
called out instructions following the Government 
‘Protect and Survive’ guidelines, while others tried 
to build a shelter. It demonstrated the 
uselessness of the government’s nuclear war 
planning and to protest against the proposal to 
build a second government bunker in the Civic 
Centre. 
 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/1500124311


 

 

Evening 8.30 pm: Gathering at Bull Meadow for a candlelight procession through town. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4th June: Stall at CND Fair, Bury 
Meadow to raise funds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
July: Week’s blockade at Greenham 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Green gate. Early morning. Helicopters fly low to 
create dust storm and wake people up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Walk around the Perimeter: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Buildings for US Service Personnel children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The soldiers that day were from a Scottish 
regiment. Most said they had only joined the army 
because there was no work and the army was 
better than going on the dole. Several said that 
privately they supported what Greenham women 
were doing and to “keep up the good work”. 

 
                                               
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Ready for action 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
06-09/08: 
Hiroshima/Nagasaki 
days. Continuous 
readings from 
Hiroshima by John 
Hersey and 
Nagasaki 1945. 
Some members fast 
for the three days. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd September: Group screening of Helen Caldicott film: ’If You 
Love This Planet’ at Roberts Road Church Hall. 
 
 
 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0084118/ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
October: Fence down. CND demo October 22nd. 
 
01/11: Dancing on the silos 
 
08-09/11: Mixed action at Morwenstow. 
 
Greenham women take Reagan to court. 
National demonstrations against all US bases 
 
08/12: Action at Poltimore? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
                                            
12-13th December: Greenham Action: 
Sound around. Fence brought down. 
“Chant Greenham Down” “Reflecting 
the base”. 
 
 
4 members of Exeter Women’s Peace Group 
making some noise 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

1984 
 
4th January: SH (group member) appears in court in Newbury and pleads ‘Not Guilty”  
 
13th February: SH in Court. Sent down for 7 days. 
 
24th February: Morwenstowe: ‘Cleaning the Dishes’. Women infiltrate the base as ‘Mrs. 
Mops’ to clean the satellite dishes. Ten women taken to court. 



 

 

08/05: South West Women’s walk for peace arrives in Exeter. 
 
June: Reagan visit. Mixed action. Trudie, Glendyr, Sandie, Sally and Anne-Marie from 
EWPG attend. 
06-09/08: CND Hiroshima/ Nagasaki. CND petition collection. 
 
20-30th September: Women’s Strike: 10 million women for 10 days. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20th September: Line of women along Exeter High Street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phone Blockades 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

23rd September: “Threads’ shown on BBC          
 

 
29/09: Group visit to Greenham.                       

 
07th November: Visit by SG (group member) to 
the Emergency Control Room at County Hall with 
Lt. Col. Ken Reynolds. Aim was to plan an action 
but arrangements were so farcical it was not felt 
necessary. Dad’s Army for the nuclear age. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
09/12: Group Day trip to Greenham. 
‘Decorating the Fence’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

1985 
 
21st January: Court cases following the 10 day strike at Greenham dismissed. 
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11/03: NVDA training day at Victory Centre 
28/04: NVDA CND Dean Clarke House 
 
04/05: CND monthly coach to Greenham 
 
20-26th May: Bread not Bombs week 
 
24/05: Action at Lympstone. Leafletting in Exeter High Street 
 
06-09/08: Hiroshima/Nagasaki. Making paper cranes. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

1986 
 
13th December: War Toy leaflet. Leafletting outside Exeter Pram and Toy Shop 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


